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Governor's Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
Third Annual Meeting 

August 20, 2004 
 
 

Minutes 
 
 
Members In Attendance:      

Genaro Ruiz        
Tommy Baca        
Chief Vincent Ortega       
Ezekiel Amador III        
Beatriz Chinn 
Vivian Batista 
Luis Cordova 
Luz Zywiciel 
Ampy Kollman-Moore 
Rafael Marin 
Cris Medina 
Jose Vargas 
Jeanette Hernandez-Prenger 
 

Ex-Officio Members In Attendance: 
Craig Rector, Elementary and Secondary Education craig.rector@dese.mo.gov 
Renee Riley, Higher Education renee.riley@dhe.mo.gov 
Bronwen Madden, Economic Development bronwen.madden@ded.mo.gov 
Jacqueline Wood, Labor and Industrial Relations Jackie.Wood@dolir.mo.gov 
Maria Carpena, Health and Senior Services carpen@dhss.mo.gov 
 

Members Excused: 
Ana Pizarro* 
Paulina Rios 

 
Ex-Officio Member Excused: 
Enrique Chaurand, Governor's Office Enrique.Chaurand@mo.gov 
 
Other 

Vacant, Public Safety 
Vacant, Revenue 

 
 
 
 
 
* As Ana is the Secretary, Bronwen took notes in lieu of her absence. 
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Rafael Marin opened the meeting. 
 
Minutes from the last meetings were accepted and approved.  
 
By-Laws were reviewed, revised and approved (contingent upon Legal's approval).  

Ezekiel will revise the language for Legal to review. If accepted, the Governor's 
office will review and if accepted there, they will be official. 

 
Revisions:  

Article III Section 1.a: include the advocacy of Hispanics to be considered for 
leadership roles (sort of an affirmative action to ensure fair representation) 

 Article III Section 2, 7: review of the word "issues" 
 Article III Section 2, 10: Change the word "chapter" to "commission" 

Article IV Section 1: the languages states that the ex-officio members are 
employed by and shall represent state agencies. Employment does not 
require a person to be a citizen; the term employee needs to be defined for 
clarification purposes. 

Article IV Section 2: the languages states that all members of the Commission 
shall be legal residents of the United States and registered voters in the 
state of Missouri. This language is taken directly from the Executive 
Order. However, not all legal residents are citizens and therefore cannot 
vote. The wording needs to be clearer in definition.* 

Article V Section 1.a: Change the word "districts/regions" to "counties." 
Article V Section 2: Delete "The Chair shall select the Secretary" as the Secretary 

is to be elected. 
Article VI: There is a need to define what constitutes a "Committee Member" 

versus a "Commission Member" and note the specific differences 
(appointment versus elected; legal status) * 

Article VIII Section 1.a: The Health & Social Service Committee would like to 
add that they "shall be responsible for addressing issues (or substitute 
'issues' with 'disparities') facing Hispanic Families." 

Article VIII Section 1.b: Delete the words "by promoting research." 
Article VIII Section 1.d: Delete the entire part d (Special Committee). Rather, the 

Commission will make a provision for an Ad Hoc committee to be formed 
as the need arises to address civil rights concerns. 

Article VIII Section 3: Define "sub-Committees."* 
Article XI: Define "non-voting alternates."* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note: The DED legal council is investigating the definitions for the words in 

question and will provide definitions shortly.  



 3

Committee Reports 
A. Economic Development 

• The economic development committee has had two meetings thus far.  
• They are looking into a "good housekeeping" certification/seal of approval 

of sorts. 
• There are thought about having an advisory board. 
• The Matricula Consular--by accepting the Matricula it helps you keep 

track of people; they are not documented but are on record. 
• Show Hispanic businesses to communities--a "showcase" of Hispanic 

businesses (by industry) that are able to meet with people. A test/pilot will 
be in St. Louis 

• The committee mission statements is incorporated into the commission 
By-Laws 

• There is a project in St. Louis with an education resource center (see 
Rafael for details) 

 
Motion to accept the report 
1st: Ezekiel 
2nd: Tommy 
Unanimously approved 

 
B. Education 

• Tommy Baca resigned as he is moving to New Mexico.  
• Paulina Rios, chair to the education committee, resigned as chair (still a 

commission member).  
• Issues of concern (goals) are instate tuition and ESL 
• Handout--grassroots organization for a MO instate tuition passage 

strategy. The handout provides an example of the process involved when 
addressing issues in other committees to demonstrate the work involved. 
Ideally, the education committee will draft a similar strategy. 

• Luis requested to serve on the education committee as that is his 
professional field. He has worked in Mental Health and will continue to 
support health (not abandoning the issues) but looks at the need for higher 
education and the high rate of Latino dropouts. Luis will continue to work 
on both committees until a new member is appointed to serve on the 
Health & Social Services committee. 

• Ezekiel appointed to head the education committee 
• Luis approved to the education committee 
• New member will serve on the Health & Social Services committee once 

appointed to the commission. 
 
Motion to adopt the submitted recommendation as a working document 
1st: Ezekiel 
2nd: Rafael 
Unanimously approved 
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C. Health & Social Services 
• The committee is investigating health models--what works for other 

committees.  
• Guests have been invited to talk with the group:  

1. Diane Rojas and Mercedes Morra from the Guadalupe Center 
• Discuss the disparities and its relation to health, poverty 

and housing. What is affordable housing? 
• Title VI: Hospitals should have Spanish speaking 

capabilities in the ER; the problem is compounded in rural 
areas 

• What is/is not available in Missouri 
a. Accessibility of bilingual certified substance abuse 

counselors 
b. Lack of bilingual police officers; the LAPD allows 

Permanent Residents to be in the police force. Many 
individuals are interested but not available. 

• The state courts should have a certified interpreter 
• Various education components such as how to enroll your 

child in school; information entirely in Spanish (local TV 
like Channel 18, KCEN); law enforcement safety and 
violence; healthcare; KC human rights commission website 

• Question for Higher Education to share information (six 
show series) with other Missouri education institutions. 
Contact Margie Buchard at (816) 513-1807. Ask the 
Department of Higher Education to work with the Health 
and Social Service committee to replicate the series. 

2. Maria Carpena, Health & Senior Services  
• Like to address health needs and issues 
• Looking for a better quality of life for people 
• Requests that the committee integrates them into their work 

and their office can be reached at 1-800-877-3180 or at 
carpen@dhss.mo.gov 

• Luis: efforts of system reform, system change; look at substance abuse; 
look at the certification process of bilinguals. Do families have linguistic 
needs? Look at state certification boards and their role provided to 
families. 

• Reverend Vargas: Need to network with other organizations, would like 
for sub-committees to work with others.  

 
Old Business 

• Legislation process: individually members are able to enact and lobby legislation, 
but as a body the commission members need to present the issue to the Governor 
and let his legislative director lobby. 

• Request for Legal to define the legislation process (concession, executive vote, 
approval, recommendation) 
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• Submit ideas to Luz Zywiciel for the website design 
• Rafael requests a conference call 
• Able to ask for donations for conference capabilities from education institutions 
• Commission would like to establish recognition to present to Governor Holden 

for his support 
• Commission would like to address Matt Blunt as he stated (on Hispanic Day at 

the Capitol) that he would support the Commission  
• Commission would like to ask Clair McCaskill for support as well 
• Rafael recommends that the Commission address both gubernatorial candidates 
• Committees need to each submit their annual report at the next meeting in order 

for the commission to finish its annual report on time. 
 

Motion to approve Commission support for non-documented MO resident to receive in-
state tuition for college and legal residents to be able to serve as police officers. 
1st: Jeanette 
2nd: Genaro 
Unanimously approved 
 
Motion to draft two letters for Governor Holden to encourage placing more Latinos in a 
position of influence/leadership (examples include the KC Sports Authority and Police).  
1st: Genaro 
2nd: Luis 
Unanimously approved 
 
New Business 

A. Website - draft is ready for comment at www.hispanic.ded.mo.gov 
• Submit ideas to Luz Zywiciel for the website design 
• New organization chart will be made to reflect changes 

B. Conflict of Interest handouts and Sunshine Law booklet distributed (courtesy of 
DED Legal Council) 

C. Other: Annual Reports: Each Committee needs to submit their annual report for 
the Commission's annual report to be complete. 

 
Next meeting 

Date: Friday, November 12, 2004 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Location: House Hearing Room 7, Missouri State Capitol, Jefferson City, MO 
 
 

 
 
 


